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About this songbook

The kantele is a simple and at the same time a
powerful instrument. People in Finland have <
been playing it for centuries. Through their songs,
they expressed their own feelings and made the
ancestors' experiences their own.

Spirituals and gospels are simple and at the same time powerful songs.

Some of them have already been sung by the slaves in North America in the time
before the Civil War. In the stories of the Bible - especially those of Isradigityap

in Egypt and of the exodus into a free future - they found themselves and expressed
their prayers and hope through their songs. Despite of that sad historical
background, many of these songs are amazingly confident, full of hope and joy.

In this book, | have collected 25 spirituals and gospels in D-major anD-Binor.

You can accompany all these songs with a five string kantele. Sing along just for
yourself t or together with others! Gain encouragemeanhd joy by sharing the
words and melodies of these moving songs! Let your friends joihwith their
voices, or with other instruments and percussion!

Please note: All songs in this book are in the public domain. The illustration on the
front page is from the year 1863 and therefore also in the public domain.*

The photo of the five string kantele on this page is my own work. The kantele was
made by "Melodia Soitin" in Saarijarvi, Finland. All music notation, chord
suggestions, layout and the chord chart at the end of the book are also my own
work. | have put some time and effort into this book. You can copy and share it for
free. But please, do not use it for commercial use, do not sell it in any way and do
not pretend that it is your or anybody else's work. As far as my own rights are
concerned, | hereby put this book under CC 3.0 licence. If you like it and &4,
happy to receive your feedback via email. Please don't put it online without getting
in touch with me first. Be fair - enjoy!

Peter Widenmeyer, June 2014 Crailsheimer Str. 9
www.finnischekantele.de 74589 Satteldorf
info@fourstrings.de Germany

*Source: commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Journey_of a eslérom_the_plantation_to_the_battlefield.jpg






Spirituals and Gospels

Part One
Songs in D-major
1. Amen, amen
2. Come and go with me to that land
3. Deep river
4. Do, Lord, oh do Lord
5. Down by the riverside
6. Get on board, little children
7. Gimme that old time religion
8. Go, tell it to the mountain
9. He's got the whole world
10. It's me, oh Lord
11. I've got peace like a river
12. Kumbayah
13. Michael, row the boat ashore
14. My Lord, what a morning
15. Nobody knows the trouble I've seen
16. Oh, freedom
17. Oh, when the saints
18. On my way to heaven, | shall not be moved
19. Rock my soul
20. Sandy land
21. Singing with a sword in my hand
22. Somebody's knocking at your door
23. Swing low, sweet chariot
24. This little light of mine
25. Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

Part Two
Songs in D-minor
26. I'm just a poor wayfaring stranger
27. Joshua fit the battle of Jericho
28. Sometimes | feel

29. Wade in the water
30. When Israel was in Egypt's land
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1. Amen, amen!
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1. Amen, amen, amen, amen, amen!

See the little baby - Amen!

lying in @ manger - Amen!

on Christmas morning! - Amen, amen, amen!

2. See him in the temple - Amen!
talking to the elders - Amen!
how they all marvelled! - Amen, amen, amen!

3. See him at the seashore - Amen!
preaching to the people - Amen!
healing all the sick ones. - Amen, amen, amen!

4. See him in the garden - Amen!
praying to the father - Amen!
in deepest sorrow! - Amen, amen, amen!

5. See him on the cross - Amen!
bearing all my sins - Amen!
in bitter agony. - Amen, amen, amen!

6. Yes, he died to save us - Amen!
and he rose on Easter. - Amen!
Now he lives forever! - Amen, amen, amen!
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2.Come and g with meto that land
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land, come and go_ with me to thatland_ where I'm bound. Come and go
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with me to that land, where I'm  bound!
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1. Come and go with me to that land,

come and go with me to that land,

come and go with me to that land where I'm bound!
Come and go with me to that land,

come and go with me to that land,

come and go witlme to that land where I'm bound!
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3. Deep river
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Deep ri-ver, Lord. |  want to cross o-ver in-to  camp-ground.
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Deep River,

my home is over Jordan.

Deep River, Lord!

| want to cross over into campground.

Oh, don't you want to go

to that gospel feast,

that promised land

where all is peace? Oh!

Deep River, Lord!

| want to cross over into campground.
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4. Do, Lord, oh do, Lord
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Do, Lord, oh do, Lord, oh do re-mem - ber mel!
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1.|: Do, Lord, oh do Lord, oh do remember mp(3x)
Look away beyond the blue!

2.|: I've got a home in glory land that outshines the sun8x)
Look away beyond the blue!

3.|: Jesus came to show the way, the truth and the lifgBx)
He came for me and for you.

4.|: I took Jesus as my saviour, you take him to@x)
While He's calling you!
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5. Down by the riverside
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stu-dy war no more, | aintgo stu-dy that war no more!
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1.1'm gonna lay down my burden down by the riverside,
down by the riverside, down by the riverside!

I'm gonna lay down my burden down by the riverside,
down by the riverside!

| ain't go study war no more,

| ain't go study war no more,

| ain't go study that war no more.

| ain't go study war no more,

| ain't go study war no more,

| ain't go study that war no more.

2.1'm gonna lay down my sword and shield down by thersige...
3.I'm gonna try on my long white robe down by the riverside...
4.1'm gonna try on my starry crown down by the riverside...

5. 1'm gonna put on my golden shoes down by the riverside...

6. 1'm gonna talk with the Prince of Peace down by the riverside...

7. 1'm gonna shake hands around the world down by therside...
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6. Get on board, little children
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Geton  board, lit-tle chil-dren! Get on boa}d, lit-le  chil-dren!
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I hear the car wheels rum-bling and  rol-ling through the  land!
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Get on board, little children!
Get on board, little children!
Get on board, little children!
There's room for many a more.

1. The gospel train's a-coming, | hear it just at hand!
| hear the car wheels rumbling and rolling through the land.

2.1 hear that train a-coming, she's coming 'round the curve.
She's loosened all her steam and brakes and siga@ery nerve!

3. The fare is cheap and all can go, the rich and poor are there!
No second class aboard this train, no difference in the fare!
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7. Gimme that old time religion
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gim-me that old time re - li-gion,_ it's  good e-nough for  me!
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Gimme that old time religion,
gimme that old time religion,
gimme that old time religion -
it's good enough for me!

1. 1t was good for the Hebrew children,
it was good for the Hebrew children,

it was good for the Hebrew children,
and it's good enough for me!

2.1t was good for your dad and mother,
it was good for your dad and mother,

it was good for your dad and mother,
and it's good enough for me!

Spirituals and Gospels for Kantele or other instruments in D-major emthdr

15



8. Go, tell it to the mountain
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Go, tell it to the mount-tain, o-ver the hills and e-ve-ry-wher\e.'
vy D G D Bm)G D A7 e D
1 4
- I P <
D) A A
Go, tell it to the moun-tain, that Je-sus Christis born!
»y D G A7 D
11
)
e 4
When | was a  see-ker, | sought both night and  day. |
D E7 D.C. al FinA 7
A 4
ﬁ'J.I.
A3V ) @, S
asked my Lord to help me and he showed me the  way!
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Go, tell itto the mountain, over the hills and everywhere.

Go, tell itto the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born.

1. When | was a seeker, | sought both night and day.

| asked my Lord to help me and he showed me the way.

2.When | was a sinner, | sinned both night and day.

| asked my Lord to help me and he showed me the way.

3. He made me a watchman upon a city wall!
And if | am a Christian, | am the least of all.
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9. He's got the whole world
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He's got the whole  world. in  his hands, he's got the
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whole world in  his hands, he's got the  whole world
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in  his hands, he's got the  whole world in his hands.
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1.|: He's got the whole world in his hands. :| (3x)
He's got the whole world in his hands.

2.|: He's got the tiny little baby in his hands. :| (3%)
He's got the whole world in his hands.

3.|: He's got you and me, sister, in his hands. :| (3x)
He's got the whole world in his hands.

4.|: He's got you and me, brother, in his hands. :| (3x)
He's got the whole world in his hands.

5.|: He's got the son and his father in his hands. :| (3x)
He's got the whole world in his hands.

6. |: He's got the mother and the daughter in his hands. :| (3x)
He's got the whole world in his hands.

7.]: He's got the sun and the moon in his hands. :| (3%)
He's got the whole world in his hands.

8. |: He's got the whole world in his hands. :| (3x)
He's got the whole world in his hands.
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10.1t's me, oh Lord
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It's  me, it's me, it's me, oh Lord, stan-ding in the need of
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me, oh Lord, stan-ding in the need of prayerl Not my
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fa-ther, not my mo-ther but it's me, oh Lord, stan-ding in the need of prayer!
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It's me, it's me, it's me, oh Lord,
standing in the need of prayer.
It's me, itsme, it'sme, oh Lord,
standing in the need of prayer.

1. Not my father, not my mother, but it's me, oh Lord,
standing in the need of prayer!

2. Not my brother, not my sister, but itme, oh Lord,
standing in the need of prayer!

3. Not the parson, not the deacobut it's me, oh Lord,
standing in the need of prayer!

4. Not the stranger, not my neighbouout it's me, oh Lord,
standing in the need of prayer!
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11.I've got peace like a river
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I've got peace like a  ri-ver, I've got peace like a  ri-ver,
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I've got peace like a ri-ver in my soul.
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I've got peace like a ri-ver, I've got  peace like a ri-ver,
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I've got peace like a ri-ver in my soul.
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1. /[A P} %o oJI[A ®B}A %LU o]l E]A EL
/[ A tPdace like a river in my soul!
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2./[A P}3 o}A o]l/[A }JP}¥W}A o]l v} vU
/TA tRYe like an ocean in my soul!
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ITA PYike a fountain in my soul!
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4. I've got peace like ariver, I've got love like an ocean,
I've got joy like a fountain in my soul!

I've got peace like a river, I've got love like an ocean,
I've got joy like a fountain in my soul!
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12. Kumbayah
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Kum-ba - yah, my Lord, kum - ba yah!
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Oh, Lord, kum-ba - yah!l
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1. Kumbayah my Lord, kumbayah!
Kumbayah my Lord, kumbayah!
Kumbayah my Lord, kumbayah!
Oh Lord, kumbayah!

2.|: Someone's sleeping, Lord, kumbayah! :| (3x)
Oh Lord, kumbayah!

3.|: Someone's dreaming, Lord, kumbayah! :| (3x)
Oh Lord, kumbayah!

4.|: Someone's crying, Lord, kumbayah! :| (3x)
Oh Lord, kumbayah!

5.|: Someone's laughing, Lord, kumbayah! :| (3x)
Oh Lord, kumbayah!

6.|: Someone's singing, Lord, kumbayah! :| (3x)
Oh Lord, kumbayah!

Spirituals and Gospels for Kantele or other instruments in D-major emthdr

25



13. Michael, row the boat
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Mi-chael, row the boat a - shore! Hal-le - lu - ja
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Mi-chael, row the boat a - shore! Hal-le - Ilu - hu - jal
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1. Michael, row the boat ashore! Hallelujah!
Michael, row the boat ashore! Hallelujah!

2. Then you'll hear the trumpet sound! Hallelujah!
Trumpet sound the world around! Hallelujah!

3. Trumpet sound the jubilee! Hallelujah!
Trumpet sound for you and me! Hallelujah!

4. Jordan's river is deep and wide! Hallelujah!
Meet my mother on the other side! Hallelujah!

5. Jordan's river is chilly and cold! Hallelujah!
Chills the body, but not the soul! Hallelujah!
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14.My Lord, what a morning
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My Lord, what a mor-ning, my Lord, what a mor-ning!
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Spirituals and Gospels for Kantele or other instruments in D-major emthdr

28



My Lord, what a morning! My Lord, what a morning!
My Lord, what a morning, when the stars begin to fall,
when the stars begin to falll

1. Youwill hear the trumpet sound
to wake the nations underground!
Looking to my God's right hand,
when the stars begin to fall,
when the stars begin to fall.

2. Youwill hear the sinner moan
to wake the nations underground!
Looking to my God's right hand,
when the stars begin to fall,
when the stars begin to fall.

3. You'll hear the Christians shout
to wake the nations underground!
Looking to my God's right hand,
when the stars begin to fall,
when the stars begin to fall.
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15. Nobody knows the trouble I've seen
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No-bo-dy knows the trou-ble I've seen. No-bo-dy knows but Je-sus!
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No-bo - dy knows the  trou-ble I've seen. Glo-ry hal-le - |lu-jah!
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Some - times I'm al-most to the grou -nd, oh, vyes, Lord!
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Nobody knows but Jesus!
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Glory, hallelujah!
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| have my trials here below, oh, yes, Lord!

3. If you get there before | do - oh, yes, Loid
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16. Oh, freedom
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Oh, free - dom, oh, free - dom!
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Oh, freedom, oh freedom! Oh, freedom over me!
And before I'd be a slave, I'll be buried in my grave
and go home to my Lord and be free!

1. No more moaning, no more moaning,

Nno more moaning over me!

And before I'd be a slave, I'll be buried in my grave
and go home to my Lord and be free!

2.No more weeping, no more weeping,

No more weeping over me!

And before I'd be a slave, I'll be buried in my grave
and go home to my Lord and be free!

Oh, freedom, oh freedom! Oh, freedom over nye!

3. There'll be singing, there'll be singing,

there'll be singing over me!

And before I'd be a slave, I'll be buried in my grave
and go home to my Lord and be free!

4. There'll be glory, there'll be glory,

there'll be glory over me!

And before I'd be a slave, I'll be buried in my grave
and go home to my Lord and be free!

Oh, freedom, oh freedom!
KZU (E }u }JA G ulJdy
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17.0h, when the saints
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1. Oh, when the saints go marching in,
oh, when the saints go marching in,
then Lord, let me be in that number,
when the saints go marching in!

2. And when the stars begin to shine,

And when the stars begin to shine,

then Lord, let me be in that number,

when the stars begin to shine!

3.|: When Gabriel blows in his hort], Y

4.|: And when the sun refuse to shind, Y

5.|: And when they crown him King of Kings,Y

6.;And AZ v §Z C P §Z E E}uv $Z SZE}v U \

7.]: And on that hallelujah day| Y
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18.0n my way to heaven | shall not be moved

D (G) D A7
A7 DG D
G D
D A7 D

(Bm)
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1.On my way to heaven, | shall not be moved,
on my way to heaven, | shall not be moved.
Just like a tree that's planted by the waters,
Lord, | shall not be moved.

2.Jesus is my saviour, | shall not be moved!
In his love and favour, | shall not be moved!
Just like a treeY

3. In my Christ abiding, | shall not be moved!
In his love I'm hiding, | shall not be moved!
Just like a treeY

4. If | trust him ever, | shall not be moved!
He will fail me never, | shall not be moved!
Just like a treeY

5. 0n his word I'm feeding, | shall not be moved!
He's the one that's leading, | shall not be moved!
Just like a treeY

6.1 shall not be, | shall not be moved,
| shall not be, | shall not be moved.
Just like a treeY
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19. Rock my soul

D A7
D
A7 D D
A7 D
A7 D
D A7
D A7
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Rock my soul in the bosom of Abraham,
rock my soul in the bosom of Abraham,
rock my soul in the bosom of Abraham,
oh, rock-a-my soul!

So high, you can't get over it,

so low, you can't get under it,

so wide, you can't get round of it,
you must get through the door.

Rock my soul! Rock my soul!
Rock my soul! Oh, rock my soul!
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20. Sandy land

D D
D A7 D
G D A7
D D D
D A7
G D A7
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Don't build your house on the sandy land,
don't build it too near the shore.

Well, it might look kind of nice

but you'll have to build it twice,

oh, you'll have to build your house once more.

You've got to build your house upon the rock,
make a good foundation on a solid spot.

Oh, the storms may come and go,

but the peace of God you will know.
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21.Singing with a sword in my hand

D G (A7) D (Bm)
D G A7 D

D Bm OBm)

A7 D (Bm) DA7  Bm

D G A/D (Bm) D G A7
D G D @ G A7 D
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1. Singing with a sword in my hand, Lord!
Singing with a sword in my hand.

Singing with a sword in my hand, Lord!
Singing with a sword in my hand.

Prettiest singing ever | heard, way over on the hill.
The angels sing and | sing too.

Singing with a sword in my hand, Lord!
Singing with a sword in my hand, in my hand, Lord!
Singing with a sword in my hand, Lord!

2. Prettiest shouting ever | heard, way over on the hill.
The angels shout and | shout too.

3. Prettiest preaching ever | heard, way over on the hill.
The angels preach and | preach too.

4. Prettiest praying ever | heard, way over on the hill.
The angels pray and | pray too.
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22.50mebody's knocking at your door

D G D G
D G D (Bm) A7
D G D G
D G D G
D G D (Bm) A7 (G)

(G)

D
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“ru o} Ce Ivi IJvP s ClpE }}EJ
“ru o} Ce Ivi IJvP s ClpE }}EJ
K e«]Jvv EU AZC 1}v[3 C}lu veA EM

“tu } Cle lvi dlvP s Clu®E }}EJ

1. <v} le o]l : eped *"}u } C[e Iv} I]VP S C}luCE
Knocks like Jesust® } C [moctking at your door!

K e«]Jvv EU AZC }v[8 C}lu veA EM

Stu '} G« Iv} I]vP s C}lpuE }}EJ

2. v[s Clp Z & ZJuM ~}tu } C[* Iv} I]JvP S C
vis Crphtm?&u } C[e Iv} IJvP s C}lpE }}EJ

K e«]Jvv EU AZC }v[8 C}lu veA EM

Stu } C[e Iv} |]yadurdsor!

3. VoA & : epeJd "}u } C[* IV} I]vP & C}uE }
Answer Jesus!®i )} C[e Iv} I]VP & CIuGE }I1EJ

K e]Jvv EU AZC }v[8 C}lu veA EM

Stu } [+ Iv} I]JvP s C}lpE }}EJ

Atu o} G[e Ivi TJvP s CluE }}E
Atu o} G[e Ivi IJvP s CluE }}EJ
O sinner,why }v[3 Clu veA EM
S

“rup Cle dvi IlvP SICHUE }}E
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23. Swing low, sweet chariot

D G A7 D (Bm) A7
D G A7 D (Bm) A7
D G G A7 D (Bm)
D G A7 D  (Bm) A7

D
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Swing low, sweet chariot! Coming for to carry me home!
Swing low, sweet chariot! Coming for to carry me home!

1.1 looked over Jordan, and what did | see?
Coming for to carry me home!

A band of angels coming after me.

Coming for to carry me home!

2. 1f you get there before | dad
coming for to carry me home! -
tell all my friends I'm coming, too!
Coming for to carry me home!

3. The brightest day that ever | saw
coming for to carry me home! -
when Jesus washed my sins away!
Coming for to carry me home!

4. I'm sometimes up an' sometimes down
coming for to carry me home! -

but still my soul feels heavenly bound!
Coming for to carry me home!
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24. This little light of mine

D D (A7) D
G G D
D D (Bm) D A7
D A7 D (G D)
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This little light of minel'm gonna let it shine!
This little light of minel'm gonna let it shine!
This little light of minel'm gonna let it shine!
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine!

Down in my heart I'm gonna let it shine! (3x)
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine!

Each and every day I'm gonna let it shine! (3x)
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine!

All around the world I'm gonna let it shine! (3x)
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine!
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25. Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

D A7 D (G D)
D G A7
D G D D
G G A7
D G D A7 D (G D)
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1. Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremfdiemble, tremble!
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

2. Were you there when they nailed him to the cross?
Were you there when they nailed him to the cross?

Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble!
Were you there when they nailed him to the cross?

3. Were you there when they pierced him in the side?
Were you there when they pierced him in the side?

(! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble!
Were you there when they pierced him in the side?

4. Were you there when the sun refused to shine?

Were you there when the sun refused to shine?

Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble!
Were you there when the sun refused to sah
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26. I'm just a poor wayfaring stranger

Gm

Dm

Dm

Dm

Dm

A7

Dm Gm
Bb A7
Gm

Dm
Dm
B
Dm
Dm Gm
A7

Gm

Gm

Dm
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1. I'm just a poor wayfaring stranger.
I'm traveling through this world of woe!
Yet there's no sickness, toil nor danger
in that bright land to which | go!

I'm going there taseemy father,

I'm going there no more to roam!

I'm just a-going over Jordan,

I'm just a-going over home!

2. | know dark clouds will gather 'round me,
| know my way is rough and steep!

Yet golden fields lie just before me,

where God's redeemed shall ever sleep!
I'm going there to see my father,

He said he'd meet me when | come!

I'm only going over Jordan,

I'm only going over home!

3. | want to wear a crown of glory,
when | get home to that good land!

| want to shout salvation's story

in concert with the blood-washed band.
I'm going there to meet my Saviour,

to sing his praise forever more!

I'm just a-going over Jordan,

I'm just a-going over home!
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27. Joshua fit the battle of Jericho

Dm Dm
A7 Dm A7
Dm Dm
A7 Dm
Dm A7
Dm A7
Dm A7 Dm A7
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Joshua fit the battle of Jericho, Jericho, Jericho,
Joshua fought the battle of Jericho,
and the walls came tumbling down!

1. You may talk about younan of Gideon,
you may talk about your king of Saul.
But there's none like good old Joshua

in the battle of Jericho!

2. Up to the walls of Jericho

he marched with spear in hand.

"Go blow them ram-horns!" Joshua cried,
"'cause the battle is in my hand!"

3. Then the lamb ram sheep horns began-a blow,

and the trumpets began-a sound.
And Joshua commanded the children to shout
and the walls came tumbling down.
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28. Sometimes | feel like a motherless child

Dm
Dm
Gm
Dm Dm
Dm A7 Dm Dm
Dm A7 Dm A7

A7

Dm
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1. Sometimes | feel like a motherless child,
sometimes | feel like a motherless child,
sometimes | feel like a motherless child,

a long way from home

a long way from home.

True believer!

A long way from home

along way from home!

2."}u SJu «/ ( o o]l tgpome, ou}-
stu SJu </ ( o o]l tiame,ou}-
stu SJu « / ( o o]l tigame ou}-e
way up in de heavenly land

way up in de heavenly land.

True believer!

Way up in de heavenly land

way up in de heavenly land!
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29. Wade in the water

Dm Dm
Dm Dm
Dm Dm
Dm Dm Dm

A7 Dm

A7 Dm

A7 Dr
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Wade in the water,

wade in the water, children!

Wade in the water,

God's a-going to trouble the water!

1. See that host all dressed in white!
God's a-going to trouble the water!
The leader looks likan Israelite.
God's a-going to trouble the water!

2. See that band all dressed in red!
God's a-going to trouble the water!
Looks like the band that Moses led!
God's a-going to trouble the water!

3. Look over yonder, what do you see?
God's a-going to trouble the water!
The Holy Ghost a-coming on me!
God's a-going to trouble the water!

4. If you don't believe I've been redeemed -
God's a-going to trouble the watet!
just follow me down to the Jordan's stream!
God's a-going to trouble the water!
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30.When Israel was in Egypt's land

Dm A7 Dm A7
Dm A7 Dm A7
Dm Gm Dm ADbm
Dm (F) A7

Dm

Dm

60
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iX tZ v /[+@E o0 A « ]v -IROBpBdeple got
oppressed so hard they could not stand. Let my People go!

Go down, Moses, way down in Egypt's land.
Tell old Pharaoh: Let my people go!

2. Thus saith the Lord, bold Moses said: Let my people go!
[( v}S /[oo *u]S C}uE. €My Peoplgo!

3. No more shall they in bondage toil. Let my people go!
Let them come out with P C %spE0fil* Let my People go!

4. O let us all from bondage flee! Let my people go!
And let us all in Christ be free! Let my People go!
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